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| Church-Han. M* old friend, I am glad to ſee you 


well; but am ſorry to hear on your 
late conduct. 

Methodiſt. I am concerned, that while my health affords 
you pleaſure, my conduct ſhould give you pain. But 
pray what have I done to occaſion your ſorrow for me ? 

C. Done Why you have left the good old way, 


changed your religion, forſook your church, to run after 


a ſet of mad enthuſiaſtic preachers. I am really ſur- 


prized at you. Were you a fool, you are to be pitied ; but 


in a man of your ſenſe, ſuch conduct deſerves the ſevereſt 
cenſure. 

M. Pray do not condemh me unheard, do tiot paſs 
ſentence cn me before you ſuffer me to plead for myſelf, 
and try at leaſt to vindicate my conduct. 

C. Pſha! prithee let me hear none of your ſtuff, your 
cant, your nonſenſe, Monſtrous ! for a man to appear 
in a fool's cap and a mad man's coat, make himſelf ridi- 
culous to all the world, and then to talk of pleading for 
himſelf and vindicating his conduct. It is intoletable, I 


cannot bear to hear it. 


M. Pardon me, my good Sir, the fault is not in my 
dreſs, but in your judgment. Forgive me when J ſay, it 
is you that thin I appear in ſuch a ridiculous garb, not 
that I really have put it on, I doubt not but if you 
would be pleaſed coolly to hear me a few moments, 
that I can acquit myſelf of the imputation of folly and the 
charge of madneſs, 

C. Pray anſwer me one ſhort and plain queſtion, Have 
you not left your church ? 

AT. I honeſtly and faithfully reply in the negative. 

A C. Ne 
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C. No! I am ſure you uſed conſtantly to come to our 

pariſh church, and now I ſeldom or ever ſee you there. 
, Pray what is the reaſon of this? 1 

M. Why, really there is ſuch a change, ſuch an altera- 
tioi—ſuch— 

C. Change! alteration ! What do you talk of? I am 
ſure all things continue juſt as they were in the church 
ever ſince | can remember; the communion-table ſtands 
where it did, neither the deſk nor the pulpit is removed, 
the prayers are neither changed nor altered, and our 2 
parſon preaches as he always uſed to do; what then can you -% 
mean by change and alteration ? 


A. Dear Sir! I had no view to any of theſe things; 4 


| I was going to obſerve, there is ſuch a change in my judg- F 

[| ment of myſelf, ſuch an alteration in my view of thoſe "W 

i things which are of the utmoſt conſequence, yea, of 4 

eternal importance, that I am throughly perſuaded, did 3 

| vou ſee yourſelf, and the truths of religion in the ſame = 
light I now ſee them, you would act as I do. 


C. What! run away from the church ? forſake the good 
old way to find new paths? 
| M. No, Sir, ſuch is not my conduct. I deſire to obey 
| the word of the LoRD by his prophet : Thus faith the 


| « L ORD, Stand in the ways and fee, and aſk for the 0LD 4 
1 « pATRS, where is the good way, and walk therein; and ye 1 
« ſhall find reſt for your ſouls,” Ver. vi. 16. Therefore 1 
I cleave in judgment, in heart and affection, to the 1 
ancient doctrines contained in the eſtabliſned articles of our WM 
church of England: doctrines which our venerable com- * 
pilers lived comfortab'y in the belief of, and died joyfully 2 
in the experience of; doctrines upon which I fix my faith, 8 
from which I derive my hope, and upon the truths of which [ $ 
dare venture the lalvation of my ſoul. For they ace drawn 3 
from the eternal truths of Gop's word, and they ſet forth 4 | 


to us, no other naue wherein we ſinners can truſt, no 
| other Fd 
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other way wherein we ſinners can poſſibly be ſaved, but 
in and through the Lox Jesus CnRISr, the life and 
death of the Son of Gop oNnLy. 

C. Very well; then why won't you come to church to 
hear theſe doctrines preached ? 

M. I wiſh I could. I am ſure it would be to the joy, 
of my heart, and to the rejoicing of my ſoul. 

C. Nay, if you do not come to church, certainly you 
cannot hear them, and ſo you deprive your heart of joy 
and your ſoul of rejoicing. 

M. Truly, if I do come to church, I cannot hear 
thoſe truths; it is the want of this that fills my mind 
with grief, and ſends me away with ſorrow of heart, 

C. Not hear thoſe truths at church ! not at our church! 
vhy, what then do they preach there ? 

M. Truly what I was always very well pleaſed to hear 
xefore I KNEW MYSELF, 

Ci. Knew yourſelf! why, what do you know more of 
yourſelf now than what you always knew? 

M. Ah Sir! we are all fo wicked, that it is natural to 
us all, as the pſalmiſt ſays, * To flatter ourſelves in our 
© own eyes, till our iniquity is found to be hateful,” 
Pſalm xxxvi. 2. This I have done all my life-time, 
through the darkneſs of my underſtanding and the deceit- 
fulneſs of my heart; but the Lonp by his word and 
SPIRIT -has been pleaſed to chaſe away the darkneſs of the 
former, and to remove the veil of deceit from off the 
latter; ſo that I now know myſelf, in ſome meaſure, 
even as I am alſo. knowr, know myſelf as a condemned 
criminal under ſentence of the law of Gop to eternal 
death; and juſt as incapable as a condemned malefactor 
to do any thing to reverſe my. ſentence, and to procure the 
favour of Gop, and the ſalvation of my foul. 

C. Good Gop! the man is certainly in deſpair, 
Why, you wicked wretch, you might well indeed leave 
our church after you Rave gone ſuch abominable lengths 


in 


3 


in fin and wickedneſs! What will become of you ? 
LoRD have mercy upon you | 

M. Amen, Yes, Sir, I own I am in ſuch a kind of 
deſpair, which I would to Gop, if it pleaſed him, to 
bring you alſo into. 

C. I beg you would keep your prayers to yourſelf, Þ 
want none of ſuch. Deſpair, quoth he! 

M. Suffer me to explain myſelf, Far be it from my 
heart to wiſh any evil to my friend. Yet, believe me, my 
dear Sir, but why do I ſay believe my? rather believe 
Gop in what he hath declared in his word concernin 
yourſelf, me, and the whole race of mankind: Al 
„have ſinned ; all are under condemnation ;” Rom. iii. 23. 
the law of Gop pronounces, “ Curſed is every one.“ Gal. 
iii. 16. You, even you are, as well as I, by nature, a child 
of wrath, by practice a ſinner, and therefore condemned, 
under the ſentence of death, as verily and as truly, by the 
law of Gov, as ever a malefactor was condemned by the 
Jaw of the land, who is chained in Newgate, or with « 
halter about his neck 1s going to execution. 

C. I am not much obliged to you for your compliment, 
Your converſation I don't like at all ; and was it not in 
hopes of rallying you out of theſe odd whims in your head, 
I] would leave you inſtantly. 

M. 1 meant not in the leaſt to offend you. In this 
reſpect there is the greateſt loye, the ſincereſt friendſhip, 
where there is the plaineſt ſpeech. But be aſſured theſe 
truths concerning my own ſtate haye entered too deep 
into my heart ever to be ralli:d out of my head; and as 
to the deſpair I wiſhed you to be in, and which 4 find my- 
ſelf the ſubje& of, it is this: I totally, I utterly deſpair in 
myſelf, of ever doing any thing whereby I can deliver 
myſelf from the curſe of the law and the wrath of Gon. 
And until this is really the caſe, the hope of you, and of 
every ſinner in the world,“ is only the child of preſumption 
hegot by falſe confidence, 


C. Pray 
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C. Pray, then, what do you think will become of 
you ? 

AV. I muſt die in my fins, riſe in my ſins, ſtand at the 
tremendous bar of judgment in my fins, and be etenally 
doomed to deſtruction for my fins, for any thing I can do 
to ſave myſelf, 

C. This is ftrange talk. I never in my life heard ſuch 
harſh preaching at our church. Can't do any thing to ſave 
ourſ:lyes! What do you think we go to church for then? 

M. Why, I will tell you one thing we go to church 
for, and it is one of the very firſt things we do there ; we 
publicly open our mouths in our confeſſion to Almighty 
Gop, .* That we are miſerable offenders, that there is no 
© health in us.” Now what can miſerable offenders who 
have no health, and conſequently no ftrength in them- 
ſelves, do to ſave themſelves ? 

C. What then muſt we lie down and deſpair and periſh 
in our fins ? Fa 

M. Les: I aſſert it again, for any thing we can do to 
ſave ourſelves. 

C. Fine doctrine truly ! I never can believe this. 

M. Nor is it in my power to make you. But whether 
you believe it or not, it is equally true, The word of Gop 
declares it, the coming of the Son of Gop to ſave thoſe, who 
were loſt proves it; the church of CHRIST in all ages has 
acknowledged it, and I am this day a living witneſs of the 
And you, even you have, I ſuppoſe, 
a thouſand times over confeſſed thus much with your lips, 
and yet now you ſay you cannot believe it. 

C. Believe it! Why I ſhould tremble and be frightened 
to death, if I believed what you ſay, that I am fo very 
wicked that I have deſtroyed my own ſoul, and yet that I 
am fo very helpleſs too that I can do nothing to fave my- 
ſelf. What a miſerable ſtate is this to be in 


M. Truly it is; and this is the very ſtate and con- 
dition of your ſou! ; and not only of yours, but alſo of the 
| whole 
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whole race of mankind ; though you, think yourſelf ſafe, 


becauſe you do not ſce, do not believe your miſery, nor 
are ſenſible of your danger. And this is the very worſt, 
the moſt dangerous ſymptom that attends you; fo that 
you ate, as I ſaid juſt now, not only like a condemned 
malefactor in Newgate, but alſo like one who is ſo ſtu pid, 
thoughtleſs, and unaffected about his ſtate, that he is at no 
pains to ule any means to try to get a reprieve for his 
life. ä 
C. U really believe you want to make me miſerable, 

M. Inderd I do not. You are already made miſerable 
by ſin, you have confeſſed it, and I only wiſh you to be 
made ſenſtble of it in your heart and conſcience, 

C. What good, would that do you? What advantage 
would that be to me? 

M. Why, firſt, it would prevent you . drawing nigh 
to Gop any, more with your mouth, when your heart is 
far from him; from confeſſing with your lips what you do 


not believe, are not convinced of in your heart. 2. It 


would prevent your living in eaſe and quiet, content with 
the form of godlineſs, without the power of it; and fo vou 


coulſl not ret in a talſe unſcriptural hope and vain con- 
fidence. 3. It would excite carneſt prayer in your ſoul. for 


merey,, and put you upon ſolicitous enquiry atter the hope 


of the golpel and the ſalvation of IEsus therein revealed, 


C. Tou make chriſtianity a molt uncomfortable ſyſtem 
_indeed;; and if all chriſtians believed as you do, they muſt 
be of all men moſt miſerable. 

A. No; not ſo truly. Chriſtianity of all cehers i is the 


moit com foi table religion. Chriſtians of all men in the 
would are the moſt happy; and yet all real chriſtians do 
believe and confeſs of themſelves as I do. For remember, 


dear Sir, the chriſtian religion finds us in a ſinful, condem- 
ned, haopcleſo, and helpleſs ſtate. Vet it is divinely calcu- 


lated to ſuit our wretched ſtate, to bring relief to our 
3 hope to our hearts, and joy to our ſpirits. It 


ſalutes 


EN 


69 


ſalutes us with glad tidings—it is a declaration of grace 
a proclamation of mercy—a report of a reprieve to condem- 


ned finners—ſinners of all ranks, ſtates, and conditions: Yea 
the very worſt, the vileſt, and the chiefeſt of finners,, And 
the author of our religion, JESUS CurssT, is the friend, 
the moſt precious friend of finners. "They who have 
repented, turned to him and embrace] him by faith, have 
found him ſo in all ages; and he is the ſame to-day as he 
was yeſter day, and will continue ſo for ever. So that the 
religion of the goſpel is the religion of ſinnets. 

C. So then you would have our miniſters conſider tbem- 
ſelves as called to preach to a company of con- 
demned malefactors, who can do nothing to fave them- 


ſelves, but muſt be wholly indebted to Jesus CHRIST 
for ſalvation. 


M. Why, truly, this is the caſe; and if they really did 


preach according to the truths of Gop's word, agrecable 
to the articles of our church, and ſuitable to their own 
confeſſion in the liturgy of our church, they would indeed 
conſider themſelves addreſſing a congregation who had juſt 
before joihed with themſelves in ſupplicating Gop the 
Father, Gop the Son, and Gon the Holy Ghoſt, © to 
have mercy upon us MISERABLE SINNERS.* And was 
this the caſe, we ſhould no more hear ſuch iu!ſome flattery 
paid to our ſinful natures; we ſhould hear no eacomiums 
on the dignity of our fallen nature, nor he exhorted to put 
any confidence in our moral rectitude, &c. No, the iinner 
would be laid low, that the Saviour might be exalted; the 
creature debaſed, that the Redeemer might be honoured ; 
then would that name, which is above every name, the 
precious name of JEsUs, be proviaimed with joy; his 
complete work and finiſhed ſalfation ſbunded forth, as the 
glory of our pulpits and the joy of the people; then would 
they be taught with bleſied Paul to fay, © Gop forbid 
** that we ſhould glory i in any thing, fave only in the croſs 
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(1) 
« of our Lond Jesus CHRIST.“ We rejoice in Curist 
Jesus, and have no confidenee in the fleſh. Then 

C. Why, you hold out moſt powerfully ; methinks you 
are commenced preacher already. 

H. O Sir! when Jesus is the theme, and his glorious 
ſalvation the ſubject, here to be cool is criminal. For 
what poor ſinner, who is ſenſible of his miſerable, loſt, 
and undone ſtate, and knows that he is indebted, wholly 
indgbted, to the love and grace of JIgsus for the pardon of 
ſin through his precious blood, deliverance ftor the 
curſe of the law through his ſufferings on the erofs, 
juſtification in the ſight of Gop in his ſpotleſs righteouſ- 
neſs, and the hope of eternal life through his prevailing 
interceſſion; I ſay, can ſuch poor ſinners refrain ſpeaking 
of the glory of ſuch a precious Saviour, or be dumb to the 
praiſes of Him ? Impoſſible! -_ 

C. Why this is the very height of enthuſiaſm 5 the very 
rant of methodiſm ! 

M. Is it ſo? It is the moſt bleſied enthuſiaſm, the moſt 
comfortable methodiſm in the world. I pray Gop fill my 
ſoul more and more with the joys of it. I am ſute it was 
holy Paul's prayer for his converts © that ye may know THE 
* LOVE oF CHRIST,” Eph. iii. 19. Tomy beſt friends I 
cannot wiſh a greater comfort; to my worſt enemies I 
would not wiſh a leſſer bleſſing. 

C. Really, though I pity your deluſion, yet I muft 
own I am pleaſed with your openneſs and honeſty ; but 
do not flatier yourſelf with hopes of converting me to 
methadiſm. For if man is become fo very vile, and CarisT 
is alone to be truſted in for ſalvation, what becomes of 
good works ? they are quite needleſs. 

Not ſo; Gop forbid that we ſhould ever think fo. 
All good works, our church tells us, Art. XII. proceed from 
© faith in Jesvs, and are done in love to Gop.“ Therefore 
we hold forth the love of Gop in giving his Son to redeem 
and fave us. We believe ia the grace of IEsus in ſaving 

us; 


(14) 
us ; and the faith of this cauſes us to love Gor, and to 
glorify in our Saviour; for “ we love him becauſe he firft 


e loved us.” The belief of this inſpires us with love to ALL 


his commands: from faith in:Jesvs and love to Gop we 
deſire to abound in and be zealous of all good works. But 
without faith and love, what are all the works which men 


do? They proceed not from chriſtian' principles ; they can- 
not be chriſtian works ; they are not good works. | 


C. You really puzzle and ran me with your nice 
diſtinctions. 

MV. My dear friend, the caſe with you and T, and too 
many more, is juſt like children who have been kept out 
at nurſe ſo long, that they know not the voice of their 
own mother; ſo we, not uſually hearing the language 
that our church ſpeaks in her articles, &c. know it not, 
we think it brings {ſtrange doctrines to our ears. 

C. I do not know what to ſay to that, but I will con- 
ſider theſe things more than I have done. 

M. Do; I pray Gap accompany it with his bleſſing. 
I will only leave upon your mind a very ſhort and plain 
deſcription of a true chriſtian: * He is one whom Gop is 
5 pleaſed to deliver from curſe and damnation, and to bring 
© by CHRIST to everlaſting ſalvation—he is called accord- 
* ing to Gop's purpoſe by his Spixir working in due 
* ſeaſon—he through grace obeys the call—he is juſtified 
* freely—he is made a Son of Gop by adoption—he is 
© made like the image of JesUus CrnIsT—he walks re- 
© ligiouſly in Good woRKs, and at length, by Gop's 
$ mercy, he attains everlaſting felicity.% | | 

C. A deſcription of a true chriſtian do you call this! 
J am ſure it is the very ſtrongeſt deſcription of a rank 
Methodiſt that ever I met with. | 

M. Now, dear Sir, how you compliment the Methodiſts 


with the very eſſential truths of our church ? Theſe very 
words you may read in the 17th article, from which I 


extracted them, | | 8 
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Hear no more. e 03-411 
M. Les, beg * e this 4 gd, with yOu. B. 
aſſured of the ttuth of it, That thoſe whom the world 
in general call mabadiſti, are Munch members of ths 
hr of England, as by law eſtabliſned. : a 
C. I do not believe it. I do not know what to * of 
7 nor of your odd not ions 
. Let me entreat you to read and ſtudy the plain ſenſe 
of the gin,” 20th, and 11th articles of your own church, 
and if they do not fully and clearly juſtify what I have 
aſſerted, I promiſe ou to retract ĩt al. 
Wen „ nm amn wall, ,- x," 
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